At Nattonal Onltne Safety, we belleve In empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the infermation to held an infermed conversation about online safety with thelr children, shouald they feel It 15 needed.
This guide focuses on one app of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Flease vistt www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

AGE-INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT

Most videos aringona child’s feed are

light -hearted and amusing. Howewer, some +
clips hawe been reported for featuring drugand IB | |
alcohol abuse, themes of suicide and self-harm,
oryoung teens acting ina sexuaily suggest ive woy .

The shear wolurme of uploods isimpossible to

rmidenate entirely — soitis possitle for ochild to be
exposed to explicit ond oge-inoppropriate content

HAZARDOUS VISIBILITY

Connecting with others is simple an TikTak -
including commenting on ond reactingto
users videos, following their profile and
downloading their content The majority of
these interoctions are harmiess, but - becouse
of its abundance of teen users - TikTok has
experienced problems with predators

contacting young people.
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Meet our expert

Parven Kaur 15 a social media expert and digital media

censultant whe Is passionate about impraving digital
lteracy for parents and children. $he has extensive
axperiencs In the soclal media arena and i s the
feundar of Kids M Clicks: a web rescurce that halps
parents and children thrive in a digital werld.

SOURCES www. kbok.com

TikTok is a video-sharing social media app which lets people create, view and
download looping 15-second clips. Typically, these are videos of users lip-syncing and
dancing to popular songs or soundbites (often for comic purposes), enhanced with
filters, eMects and text. Designed with young people in mind, TikTok skyrocketed in
popularity in 2019 and has featured near the top of download charts ever since.

It now has around 800 million active users worldwide.

What Parents & Carers Need to Know About

EXPLICIT SONGS5S

TikTok primarily revolves around a
videos of users lip-syncing and

dancing to music. Inevitably, some

featured songs will contain explicitor suggestive
Iyrics. Given the opp’s younguser-base, thereisa
rigk that children may view olderusers’ videos
and want to imitate any explicit languoge or
suggestive octions.

ADDICTIVE NATURE

Like oll social medio, TikTok isdesigned to be
oddictive. t con be hugely ente rtu] ning = but that
also makes it hard to put down. As wellas the

punchy noture of the short vide o format, the
app's ability to keep youintriguedabout
what’s coming next meon it's easy for o

5-minute visit to turninto o 45-minuts atq.'J
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TIKTOK FAME

The app has created itsown celebrities:

Charli O Ammelio and Lil Hos 8, for

example, were catopulted to fanme by

exposure on TikTok — leoding to many

maore teens attempting to go viral ond

b come “TikTok formous”. While most

ospiring stars hoping to be ‘the next big

thing will find it dﬂ'u:.uh; setbacks may [P L
inturn prompt them to goto even mare

drastic lengthstoget noticed.
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IN-APP PURCHASES -

There'san in-opp optionto purc hose ' TikTok coins’,
which ore then cormw erted into digital rewords for
sending to content creatorsthat auser likes. Prices
range from 99p to an eye-watering £99 bundie.
Buying coins is now restricted to over-18s - but
TikTok doesn’t require users to verify theirage on
sign up, 504 young person could easily access this
feature if they were determined to.

With the comrect

applied, TikTok isa

relativetly safe However, in cose someathing
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Users of this g ulde do soat their own discretion. No Hability isentered into. Currentas of the dat e of release: 20006, 2021



